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When you think about the ways your work (in 
finance) and your organization are impacted 
by institutional philanthropy, what comes to 
mind?

Diagnosing “the problem:”



“Whether, when, to whom, and how much 
people give is a product of the laws that govern 
the creation of nonprofit organizations, 
charitable trusts, private and community 
foundations, and so on, and spell out the rules 
under which these may operate….”

-Robert Reich, Just Giving: Why Philanthropy is Failing Democracy and How It Can Do Better







Guiding Values & Principles



A Just Transition . . . 

• Moves us toward Buen Vivir
• Buen Vivir means that we can live well 

without living better at the expense of 
others.  The rights of peoples, communities 
and nature must supercede the rights of the 
individual.

• Upholds Self-Determination & Builds Deep 
Democracy

• All peoples have the right to participate in 
decisions that impact their lives. This 
requires democratic governance in our 
communities, including our workplaces.  
Communities must have the power to shape 
their economies, as producers, as consumers 
and in our relationships with each other.

• Equitably redistributes resources and 
power

• We must work to build new systems 
that are good for all people, and not 
just a few.  Just Transition must actively 
work against and transform current and 
historic social inequities.  Just 
Transition fights to reclaim capital and 
resources for the regeneration of 
geographies and sectors of the 
economy where these inequities are 
most pervasive.

• Builds what we need now!
• We must build the world we need now.  

This may begin at a local small scale 
and must expand to begin to displace 
extractive practices.  We must build and 
flex the muscles needed to meet our 
communities’ needs.



“All of us who have been forced to the margins 
are the very ones who harbor the best solutions 
for healing, progress and peace, by virtue of our 
outsider perspectives and resilience. When we 
reclaim our share of resources, when we recover 
our places at the table and the drawing board, 
we can design our healing.  We can create new 
ways of seeking and granting access to money.  
We can return balance to the world by moving 
money to where the hurt is worse. ”

-Edgar Villanueva, Can Money Be Medicine?



From Extraction Towards Regeneration



Re-imagining the Way Forward



Re-imagining the Way Forward



With your non-dominant writing hand, in cursive, please write:

We must build the muscle for regeneration




